SHTA reiterates the need
for ihe Electoral Council

PHILIPSBURG--5
Maarmen  Hospalahty &
Trade Associanon (SHTA)
on Wednesday  stressed
the urgency for having the
Electoral Counaml  (EC)
Tuncisomal as soon as pos-
sl

The associaton opined
that with the 20014 elections
arpund the cormer, il & ime
perative that the EC 15 able
0 Garry oul Lhe lasks that
tl has been entrusted witk,
L. [soliatng the regs
trabon of polibcal pamoes
wiilung 10 parbicipals m
the eectioms, hnancal su-
pervisom of parly campalgn
Tunds, e, Even though the
‘Landsverordering Kegs-
trae en Fnancwen Poli-
neks Partipen” {the Natwn-
al Urdinance ) presenbes an
ELC, SHTA sasd, 1o dace, the
loag-awailed appointments
of the EC members have
nol een made.

“It i commendable of
Parliament 1 have prassed
@ molwn on regulanng
camnpaign  paraphernabia
and comiraling wole buy-
g, in c&sh or in barter, via
the dralling ol legislaton,
but withoul an EC the re-
cenl <all Irom Parbament
requissting  government G
prepare the acompanying
lepislazon may be ponl-
besg,” & relesse rom SHTA
read.

In accordance with the Ma-
taanal Dedmance, the EC 68
an enlely which operales m-
degendently ol Parliament
and povernment. A polill-
cal party, wishing Lo take
parl m the nexl elechon,
will hEve W0 sulmml a wril-

Len request W be registered
o the EC. They will only
be megistered of they com-
ply with the requrcments
as sel forth by the Nabiomal
Urdmanme.

AmiongEl olher thmgs,
registered poliisal pariees
are reguired Lo submil an
annual report outlinmg the
orgamrational  makeup of
their paries, the aumber
ol contrtbuling  members,
thee financial sutline of eon-
triation fees accumulated
ciach year and the annual
activiies. In addition, they
have o submil & detaded
financial  reporl,  which
shiows, amongsl others, an
overaew  of the  Inooame
and expenses. The BC en-
surnes thal thess repornis are
avalalle o the publc for
LT SpASELEOL

“As was sugpesied Iy
aHTA m ther Apnl oar-
Licle, mdmaduals who are
camgaagmng  should  be
requered 10 make pubhe
cerlain  miormation as i
perlains o the elsctwn
process, including sounsess
and amaunts of campaign
domabond m cash, servtes
and i kmd, Candidates
should make public her
business mmleress and el-
ther take poszions  that
dont have conflet of in-
Lenziis of dssociale from
thive invesimenls prios o
taking ofliee. Candidates
should declare afler the
clection how  the  money
was spenl. When elected,
thess officials should be
focused on developing -
lena, ransparency, policy,
legislanon and oversaight,”

the assooatn sad.

It continued: The people
ol 5L Maarien should be
ible o bold thewr slected
repressnlatnves o the high-
esl ethacal and maoral stan-
dards. Crualifications  and
CXpLRCOCE &re 10 be prog-
crly evaluated when select-
g Lhe best man ar woman
for the job. With regard
Lo any  fulure  eloclions,
SHTA comnders electoral
relorm an absolute must 1o
salepuard the demsscratic
rghis ol the poople of 5L
Maarien when choming a
povernmenl b repossent
them. Une, whose goals ane
snlely Fxused on Lhe Dest
imterests of the country as
a whole, and nod Just 1n the
shorl run, bul alse 1o the
long run.”

SHTA sasd that nol hav-
g a Tully-lunctional EC 10
place can hamper the elec-
Loral process and result in
a repeal ol lorgone vears,
when the oversight ol po-
lrtical parties was memamal.
Thas, the assocaion added,
creales a diserepancy in the
intention W elect the night
people for the nght por-
pivse, msbcad ol lor finan-
c1al mEasonms.
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