Blue Flug locations evalvated

PHILIPSBURG--Compli-
ance of 5t Maarten's Blue
Flag locations Divi Little
Bay Beach Resort and The
Yacht Club Isle de Sal with
the 2013 Blue Flag Criteria
wis scrutinized and evalo-
ated by Mational Blue Flag
Jury Members during the
months of July and Aupgust.

The Blue Flag is an exclu-
sive, woluntary coo-label,
annually awarded to beach-

60 per cent
financial aid
recipients
naturalised

FHILIPSBURG--Sxty per
cent of the 525 persons in
St Maarten who are re-
ceiving financial assistance
from government are nat-
uralised Duich  persons,
who were not born in the
Dutch Kingdom, Social Af-
fairs Minister Cornelius de
Weewver said on Monday.,
Dwuring his "State of La-
bour Market™ address at
the "We Can Build 5t
Maarten Together” pro-
gramme at Dutch Quarter
Community Centre, the
Minister =aid this cycle
should not continue. He
=aid 5t. Maarten cannot af-
ford to “import poverty, as
wie cannot afford it
“"Should this continue, we
can cxpect more reliance
on social services/financial
gid, and then government
will have to ook for ways
for more income, so this
cycle should not continue.”™

s and/or marinas that meet
& specific set of criteria
CONCErning  cnvironmental
information  and  educa-
tion, water guality, safety,
services and environmen-
tal management. The soo-
lae] has become an inter-
national symbol of guality,
recognized by tourists and
tour operators around the
world, and can he used as
& promotional tool for the
ewarded beach, marina, or
destination.

The Blue Flag Programme
i owned and operated by
the Foundation for En-

vironmental Education
(FEE), an independent
non-prifit  organization.

Environmental Protection
In the Caribbean [EPIC)
has been a member of the
Foundation for Environ-
mentel  Edweation  since
20 and is the MNational
Coordinator of the Blue
Flag Programme on 5t
Mzarten.

Divi Little Bay and Isle
the 5ol Yacht Club were
first awarded the presti-
gious Blue Flag cco-label in
Oictober 2011, making 5t.
Meaarten the first and only
couniry in the Dutch Ca-
ribhean to have Blue Flag
locations.

Vice-President of the
Foundation for Environ-
mentzl Education Lourdes
Diiaz wvisited 5t Maaricn
recently to  inspect  the
sland™s Blue Flag loca-
tions as part of the annual
cvaluation process. During
her wisit Diaz provided a
presentation on the Blue
Flag and Green Key Eco-
labecls to representatives of
the hospitality industry at

Vice-President of the Fowndation for Environmenial Edeu-
cation Lowrdes Digz visited St Maarien recently to inspect
the island's Blue Flag locaions

the 5t. Maarten Hospital-
ity and Trade Association’s
{SHTA) office.

The MNational Blue Flag
Jury and EPIC have for-
warded their findings to
the International Blue Flag
Coordination, which will
in turn sobmit the doco-
ment to the intermational
Blue Flag Jury for final de-
cision making during the
month of Septemizer. The
International Jury includes
representatives of the FEE
Board of Directors {Chair-
man), United Nations
Environment Programme
{UNEP), UN World Tour-
ism Organization [UNW-
T, International Lifesay-
ing Federation (ILS], Inter-

national Council of Marine
Industry Association (1C0-
MIA}, the Intemational
Union for the Conservation
of Mature (IUCN]) and an
Emvironmental education
expert.

EPIC partnered with the
St. Maarten Tourist Burean
in 2008 to work towards
cstablishing the Bluc Flag
Programme in 5t. Maarten.
Since then the programme
has enpoyed the support
of the swccessive povern-
ments, the St Maarten
Hospitality and Trade As-
spciation, the St Maarten
Timeshare Association and
the Marine Trades Associa-
tion.




