Fish increase recorded
at Man of War Shoal

FPHILIFSERUHL--The Exst
celopical asessment con-
ducred an che Man of Wer
Shoal Marine Park sinoe
it wim ealghlshed almost
thae yean: s shows thal
trezre hes been o D20 per
feni inorease in the fsh
population,

The rescarch conducted by
5S¢ Manmen Molure Foun-
dution this year wes dane
o vahuate whither 3 im-
plemencarion of the Marine
Proteced Arsa (MPA) had
brought sy changes 1o the
crvironmmend of the coral
rel amrea the Monne Park
ENOOMpEsses.

Compared o the penod
prior o the cslablshment
of the Menne Park, feh
phundanice = 2013 in-
creascd some 10 per ont
with 2 marked incremss in
groeper (30 per cent) o
peniral amnd Mismau grou-
per [0 per ocobl mons
specifically, which shies a
reciortion In fihing theears

The dala sy shiw an
increass i bublcrfy fsh,
grees, snapper ond par-
rolfish, wiich were again
fioremd 421 b the most abun-
dant. Thés incresss s lm-
poriant due to che fact that
spill-cver af fAsh spocics
vulsid the Maring Park
will increase Bxhing in hocal

WALEHS,

The 13 sk alsa re-
vealed o wormsome, low
mumber of lobsiers  on
surtain rescarched  renls,
Linfortunalchy B sy bo
due 1o collecting of keberer
by irressporsible divers and
dwing  pedes.  Howeesr,
there was &n incrcase mea-
sered in coral shrisn

With regerd 1o corel, the
A3 shxky follkew-up re-
search showed ther cowver
remained  somewhar  the
smi;, with a five per comd
increass in the coral Gowver
meerall end o men par cemm
decresse In noiries indice-
1 algase. This & due 1o the
fact that comal conver o (-
emge of sebstmle changes
wre shyw 10 nocer as the ar-
panisms are slow-proaing,
Follve-up  reszarch  will
stow whether the (none s
in coral cover has any w85
tinnal effocts,

Based on the research the
measures thal DOOHTparTy
the implementalion of the
Man of War Shoal MPA
have shim e (moreps:
in mean feh ahesdaino:
iwizrall amd in cortain spe-
cies specifically. There are
still chelenges with regard
I pasching of cpesially
lkotigrs. within the MPA,
The Nuiure Foundotion

PSS, SMCU
sign protocol

FHILIMSEURG--Postal Ser-
vicos 5. Maarion (P55 and
SL Masres  Coistiinms-
Lavins Lision [SMCLT) signed
a probocod om Sepicmber 4 i
e presence of the Gosvem-
menl Medanor, segulaling
e process and e rules of
order o he followsd dur-
ing the Colloctive Labour
Agreement [CLA} negotia-
bions

SMCLL m= tho sole repre-

seilalive of the workens al

the post office, had requost-
o the inlenwsiion of the
mesdialor oy gel the aalled
negolinlings resamed Alles
i sumbwr of semions with
hot® partics, 1l was possible
I cnzlode g=d sign (s peo-
Inenl, whick goverss wmog
mihar things, the duration of
the negatiation progess. This
wak Flaled in & foes releake
immued By tho cabingl of the
Latour Minety on Wednes-
day.

will conlinue 0 mansge
the arca gaing forward and
enfor e rules and rogu-
lanons of the Man of ‘War
Snoal MPA acoordingly.

In Seplember 2000 the
Malure  Foundalion  omn-
dwcted research inps the
Bzalth af 5S¢ Moaren's ma-
rine eoosysbem 1o g al
a baeling 1o derermine fu-
Ture progres.

Resulls from the ool
reci-monitoring et
showed that 1 2000 chere
were significan challenges
facing SL Maaricn's st
Empewtant coral rocf arcas
There wes o agnificant ek
of impurtant f=h spedes,
mchuling grouper a=d but-
nertly sk, which showed
thet this aren had been sigs
mificantly overfished, the
Forunglatiomn saidd i a press
releass. There was zko &
significan ahsence of lobe
sher om Hhe maniloeed sile,
which sl ndicatcd owee-

frhing.

Begarding the health of
the monitared corsl. thers
wis 4 waorrying predomi-
rance of harsdul metrisnr
cabor  algas  obscrend
at the receh site, These
Earmful alges can indicme
imcremmed incidence of nu-
trienis  From lesad runolf
affccling the resf and cam
eventually smiother and kill
coral, There was play sig-
mificant rvidemee of vl
damige which hes severely
desirmved SOme Segments
of rewl,

On December ME, 2000,
then Monszer of “loue-
mm and Eoonome: Adtairs
Franklin Meyers ook &
major step lrwands maring
environmentnl  peotectiom
and gunscrvalion in gencral
for the coentry 51, Maarics
when he approved the es-
teblishment af the Fan of
War Shosl MPA, the Carnib-
Eans voungest MEPA




